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Legislation 
EU Finland Switzerland 

Directive 2010/63/EU (binding source of law in 
Finland) 

FAWA: Animal Welfare Act (693/2023)  AniWA Animal Welfare Act  
(TSchG - SR 455 - 2023)  

FAPA: Act on the Protection of Animals Used for 
Scientific or Educational Purposes (497/2013).  
 

AniPO Animal Protection Ordinance  
(TSchV - SR 455.1 - 2025) 
 

FADA: Government decree on the protection of 
animals used for scientific or educational purposes 
(564/2013) 

 

General remarks 
Intrinsic value 

EU Finland Switzerland 
Recital 12: Animals have an intrinsic value which must be 
respected 

FAWA: Sec. 1 The purpose of this Act is to promote animal 
welfare and to protect animals in the best possible manner from 
harm caused to their welfare. 
The purpose of this Act is also to enhance respect for animals 
and their good treatment. 

AniWA - Article 1: The purpose of this Act is to protect the dignity 
and welfare of animals. 
AniWA - Article 3: In this Act: a. dignity means the inherent worth 
of the animal that must be respected when dealing with it. If any 
strain imposed on the animal cannot be justified by overriding 
interests, this constitutes a disregard for the animal’s dignity. 
Strain is deemed to be present in particular if pain, suffering or 
harm is inflicted on the animal, if it is exposed to anxiety or 
humiliation, if there is major interference with its appearance or 
its abilities or if it is excessively instrumentalised; (…). 

Scope 
EU Finland Switzerland 
Preamble 8: In addition to vertebrate animals including 
cyclostomes, cephalopods should also be included in the scope 
of this Directive, as there is scientific evidence of their ability to 
experience pain, suffering, distress and lasting harm. 
Preamble 9: This Directive should also cover foetal forms of 
mammals, as there is scientific evidence showing that such forms 
in the last third of the period of their development are at an 
increased risk of experiencing pain, suffering and distress, which 
may also affect negatively their subsequent development. 
Scientific evidence also shows that procedures carried out on 
embryonic and foetal forms at an earlier stage of development 
could result in pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm, should the 
developmental forms be allowed to live beyond the first two 
thirds of their development. 
Article 1: 3. This Directive shall apply to the following animals:  
(a) live non-human vertebrate animals, including:  
(i) independently feeding larval forms; and  

FAPA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 2: (1) This Act applies when: 
1) using or breeding live cephalopods or vertebrates for scientific 
or educational purposes; 
and 
2) breeding such animals for the supply of their organs or tissues 
for scientific or educational purposes. 
(2) When applying this Act, the same that applies to an animal 
also applies to its independently feeding larval forms and foetal 
forms of mammals as from the last third of their normal 
development. When applying this Act, the same that applies to 
an animal also applies to a specimen at an earlier stage of 
development than that mentioned above if, as a result of the 
procedures, it is likely to experience pain, suffering, distress or 
lasting harm after it has reached that stage of development. 
(3) This Act applies even if the pain and suffering of an animal is 
eliminated and distress and lasting harm prevented by 
anaesthesia, analgesia or another method. 

AniWA - Article 2: (1) The present Act applies to vertebrates. The 
Federal Council decides to which invertebrates it applies and to 
what extent. In doing so, it is guided by scientific knowledge on 
the sentience of invertebrate animals. 
AniPO - Article 1: This Ordinance regulates the handling of 
vertebrates, cephalopods (Cephalopoda) and decapods 
(Reptantia), their keeping and use as well as interventions on 
them. 
AniPO - Article 112: The provisions set forth in this chapter* 
apply to: 
a. vertebrates; 
b. decapods and cephalopods; 
c. mammals, birds and reptiles in the last third of the gestation 
period prior to birth or hatching; 
d. larval stages of fish and amphibians that take in food freely. 
* Chapter 6: Animal Experiments, Genetically Modified Animals 
and Mutants having a Clinical Pathological Phenotype 



(ii) foetal forms of mammals as from the last third of their normal 
development;  
(b) live cephalopods. 
Article 7: 1. Specimens of those endangered species listed in 
Annex A to Council Regulation (EC) No 338/97 of 9 December 
1996 on the protection of species of wild fauna and flora by 
regulating trade therein ( 1 ), which do not fall within the scope 
of Article 7(1) of that Regulation, shall not be used in procedures, 
with the exception of those procedures meeting the following 
conditions: (…). 
Article 8: 1. Subject to paragraph 2, specimens of non-human 
primates shall not be used in procedures, with the exception of 
those procedures meeting the following conditions: (…). 
Article 9: 1. Animals taken from the wild shall not be used in 
procedures.  
2. Competent authorities may grant exemptions from paragraph 
1 on the basis of scientific justification to the effect that the 
purpose of the procedure cannot be achieved by the use of an 
animal which has been bred for use in procedures.  
Article 10: 1. Member States shall ensure that animals belonging 
to the species listed in Annex I may only be used in procedures 
where those animals have been bred for use in procedures. 
Article 11: 1. Stray and feral animals of domestic species shall not 
be used in procedures.  
2. The competent authorities may only grant exemptions from 
paragraph 1 subject to the following conditions:  

FAPA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 16: (2) Unless otherwise provided in section 
26(3), the following animals may not be used in a project: 
1) stray and feral animals of domestic species; and 
2) animals taken from the wild. 

AniPO - Article 118: (2) Domestic animals may be used in animal 
experiments even if they are not from approved laboratory 
animal facilities or equivalent laboratory animal facilities 
abroad. This does not apply to dogs, cats and rabbits. 
(4) Primates may only be used in animal experiments if they are 
captive-bred. 
AniPO - Article 134: The provisions of this Section (Chapter6) 
apply to experiments with vertebrates and decapods. 

 

General objectives concerning the 3Rs 
EU Finland Switzerland 
Preamble 11: The care and use of live animals for scientific 
purposes is governed by internationally established principles of 
replacement, reduction and refinement. To ensure that the way 
in which animals are bred, cared for and used in procedures 
within the Union is in line with that of the other international 
and national standards applicable outside the Union, the 
principles of replacement, reduction and refinement should be 
considered systematically when implementing this Directive. 
When choosing methods, the principles of replacement, 
reduction and refinement should be implemented through a 
strict hierarchy of the requirement to use alternative methods.  

FAPA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 1: (2) Further, the purpose of the Act is to 
ensure that only a minimum number of animals are used for 
scientific or educational purposes and that minimum pain, 
suffering, distress or lasting harm is caused to the animals. 
FAPA - Ch. 6 - Sec. 29: (1.3) In retrospective assessment the 
following shall be evaluated: 3) any elements that may 
contribute to the further implementation of the principle of 
replacement, reduction and refinement. 
FAPA - Ch. 11 - Sec. 53: (1) The council on the protection of 
animals used for scientific or educational purposes operates in 
connection with the Regional State Administrative Agency for 
Southern Finland. The aim of the council is to promote the 
implementation of the principle of replacement, reduction and 
refinement. The Government appoints the council for five years 
at a time 

AniWA - Article 22: (2) In collaboration with universities and 
industry, the federal government shall in particular promote the 
development, accreditation and application of methods that 
replace animal experiments, enable fewer animals to be used or 
result in less strain for the animals. In particular, it shall promote 
research projects aimed at eliminating pain, suffering or anxiety 
in interventions in terms of Article 16. 
 



Preamble 10: While it is desirable to replace the use of live 
animals in procedures by other methods not entailing the use of 
live animals, the use of live animals continues to be necessary to 
protect human and animal health and the environment. 
However, this Directive represents an important step towards 
achieving the final goal of full replacement of procedures on live 
animals for scientific and educational purposes as soon as it is 
scientifically possible to do so. To that end, it seeks to facilitate 
and promote the advancement of alternative approaches. It also 
seeks to ensure a high level of protection for animals that still 
need to be used in procedures. This Directive should be 
reviewed regularly in light of evolving science and animal-
protection measures. 

FADA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 22: (1.2 - 1.5) For implementing the tasks 
referred to in section 9(2) and 28(2) of the Act on the Protection 
of Animals Used for Scientific or Educational Purposes the 
animal welfare body: 2) advises on the application of the 
principle of replacement, reduction and refinement to the 
breeding, keeping and use of animals 5) follows the severity of 
procedures performed on animals and the assessment of 
severity and advises on action needed to promote the principle 
of replacement, reduction and refinement; 
FADA - Ch. 5 - Sec. 28: (2.2) The project proposal referred to in 
paragraph 4 of subsection 1 above shall show at least the 
following, with justification: an account of the possibility to use 
methods replacing, reducing or refining the use of 
animals in the project; (…). 
FADA - Ch. 8 - Sec. 34: (1.3) For retrospective assessment 
referred to in section 29 of the Act on the Protection of Animals 
Used for Scientific or Educational Purposes the person 
responsible for implementing the project shall provide the 
following information to the Regional State Administrative 
Agency: 3) any elements that on the basis of experiences gained 
from the project may contribute to the implementation of the 
principle of replacement, reduction and refinement. 

AniPO - Article 128: Animal experiments may only be carried out 
if they are indispensable in order to achieve the intended 
objective and if the objective cannot be achieved by other 
methods. 
 
AniPO - Article 136: Animal experiments must be designed so 
that: 
a. they use as few animals as possible; 
b. they impose the least possible strain on the animals; 
c. the scientific objective can nevertheless be achieved. 

Definitions and Hierarchy 
EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 4: 1. Member States shall ensure that, wherever possible, 
a scientifically satisfactory method or testing strategy, not 
entailing the use of live animals, shall be used instead of a 
procedure 
2. Member States shall ensure that the number of animals used 
in projects is reduced to a minimum without compromising the 
objectives of the project. 
3. Member States shall ensure refinement of breeding, 
accommodation and care, and of methods used in procedures,  
eliminating or reducing to the minimum any possible pain,  
suffering, distress or lasting harm to the animals. 
4. This Article shall, in the choice of methods, be implemented in 
accordance with Article 13. 

FAPA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 5: (1.8) the principle of replacement, reduction 
and refinement means that, wherever possible, efforts are made 
to use other methods instead of animals; if animals need to be 
used, their number is reduced to the minimum without 
compromising the objective of the project, and efforts are made 
to reduce any pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm caused to 
the animals to the minimum. 

 

 

Replacement 
General objectives towards replacement 

EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 4.1: Member States shall ensure that, wherever 
possible, a scientifically satisfactory method or testing 

FAPA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 11: (1) A project may be carried out only it is 
in practice not possible to use another scientifically satisfactory 

AniWA - Article 20: (2) Experiments on animals higher on the 
evolutionary scale may only be carried out if the purpose of the 



strategy, not entailing the use of live animals, shall be used 
instead of a procedure. 

 

method or testing strategy not entailing the use of a live animal 
to achieve the result set as the objective. 

experiment cannot be achieved in animal species that are lower 
on the evolutionary scale and no suitable alternative methods 
are available. 

Article 13(1): Member States shall ensure that a procedure is not 
carried out if another method or testing strategy for obtaining 
the result sought, not entailing the use of a live animal, is 
recognised under the legislation of the Union. 
Article 13(2): In choosing between procedures, those which to 
the greatest extent meet the following requirements shall be 
selected: (b) involve animals with the lowest capacity to 
experience pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm; (…). 
 

FAPA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 11: (2) The number of animals used in a project 
may not be greater than necessary for achieving the objective. 
Another scientifically satisfactory method not entailing the use 
of a live animal or a method in which the total number of animals 
or the pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm caused to the 
animals can be reduced shall be used instead of a project or 
measure, also in part. 
FAPA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 13: (1) (…) A procedure shall be chosen and 
performed so as to cause minimum pain, suffering, distress or 
lasting harm to the animal, while the project is still likely to 
provide satisfactory results. 

AniPO - Article 137: (1) The applicant must provide evidence that 
the objective of the experiment: 
a. is associated with the preservation or protection of the life and 
health of humans and animals; 
b. can be expected to yield new knowledge on fundamental 
processes of life; 
c. serves to protect the natural environment; or 
d. serves the replacement of animal experiments, the reduction 
of the number of experimental animals, or the reduction of the 
burden in animal experiments. 
(2) The applicant must also show that the objective of the 
experiment cannot be achieved using procedures without animal 
experiments that are suitable according to the state of the art. 
(3) The method must be appropriate for achieving the objective 
of the experiment taking into account the state of the art. 
(4) An animal experiment and its individual parts must be 
planned in such a manner that: 
a. the smallest number of animals necessary is used and efforts 
are made to ensure the least possible constraint of the animals; 
(…). 
 

Partial Replacement (capacity to experience pain, suffering and distress) 
EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 13.2: In choosing between procedures, those which to the 
greatest extent meet the following requirements shall be 
selected: (b) involve animals with the lowest capacity to 
experience pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm; (…). 

FAPA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 13: (1) A procedure may be performed in a 
project only. A procedure shall be performed, with due account 
to the achievement of its objective, involving an animal with 
the lowest capacity to experience pain, suffering, distress or 
lasting harm. (…) 

AniWA - Article 20: (2) Experiments on animals higher on the 
evolutionary scale may only be carried out if the purpose of the 
experiment cannot be achieved in animal species that are lower 
on the evolutionary scale and no suitable alternative methods 
are available. 

Promotion of alternative methods 
EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 47: 1. The Commission and the Member States shall 
contribute to the development and validation of alternative 
approaches which could provide the same or higher levels of 
information as those obtained in procedures using animals, but 
which do not involve the use of animals or use fewer animals or 
which entail less painful procedures, and they shall take such 
other steps as they consider appropriate to encourage research 
in this field. 

 AniWA - Article 22: (2) In collaboration with universities and 
industry, the federal government shall in particular promote the 
development, accreditation and application of methods that 
replace animal experiments, enable fewer animals to be used or 
result in less strain for the animals. In particular, it shall promote 
research projects aimed at eliminating pain, suffering or anxiety 
in interventions in terms of Article 16.  

Article 48: 1. The Union Reference Laboratory and its duties and 
tasks shall be those referred to in Annex VII.  

  



2. The Union Reference Laboratory may collect charges for the 
services it provides that do not directly contribute to the further 
advancement of replacement, reduction and refinement.  
3. Detailed rules necessary for the implementation of paragraph 
2 of this Article and Annex VII may be adopted in accordance with 
the regulatory procedure referred to in Article 56(3). 
Annex VII: 2. The Union Reference Laboratory shall be 
responsible, in particular, for: 
(a) coordinating and promoting the development and use of 
alternatives to procedures including in the areas of basic and 
applied research and regulatory testing; 
(b) coordinating the validation of alternative approaches at 
Union level; 
(c) acting as a focal point for the exchange of information on the 
development of alternative approaches; 
(d) setting up, maintaining and managing public databases and 
information systems on alternative approaches and their state of 
development; 
(e) promoting dialogue between legislators, regulators, and all 
relevant stakeholders, in particular, industry, biomedical 
scientists, consumer organisations and animal-welfare groups, 
with a view to the development, validation, regulatory 
acceptance, international recognition, and application of 
alternative approaches. 

  

Reduction 
Consideration for reduction 

EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 4: 2. Member States shall ensure that the number of 
animals used in projects is reduced to a minimum without 
compromising the objectives of the project.  
 

 

FAPA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 11: (2) The number of animals used in a 
project may not be greater than necessary for achieving the 
objective. Another scientifically satisfactory method not 
entailing the use of a live animal or a method in which the total 
number of animals or the pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm 
caused to the animals can be reduced shall be used instead of a 
project or measure, also in part.  

 

AniPO - Article 137: (4) An animal experiment and its individual 
parts must be planned in such a manner that a. the smallest 
number of animals necessary is used and efforts are made to 
ensure the least possible constraint of the animals 

Article 13: 2. In choosing between procedures, those which to 
the greatest extent meet the following requirements shall be 
selected:  
(a) use the minimum number of animals; (…). 

FAPA - Ch. 2 - Sec. 6: (2) The operator shall have adequate and 
appropriate facilities, installations and equipment for the 
activity practised. In addition, the design, construction and 
method of functioning of the facilities, installations and 
equipment of the user shall be such that the projects can be 
carried out as appropriately as possible while using the 
minimum number of animals and that the minimum degree of 
pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm is caused to the animals. 

 



Article 38: 3. The competent authority carrying out the project 
evaluation shall consider expertise in particular in the following 
areas:  
 (b) experimental design, including statistics where appropriate; 
(…). 
 

FADA - Ch. 5 – Sec. 28: (2) The project proposal referred to in 
paragraph 4 of subsection 1 above shall show at least the 
following, with justification: 3) an account of performing the 
procedures in a way that ensures the minimisation of the 
number of animals used, by means of test arrangements and 
statistical planning, and of the adverse welfare impacts caused 
by the procedures or environmental factors; (…). 

 

Reuse 
EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 16: 1. Member States shall ensure that an animal already 
used in one or more procedures, when a different animal on 
which no procedure has previously been carried out could also 
be used, may only be reused in a new procedure provided that 
the following conditions are met: 
a) the actual severity of the previous procedures was ‘mild’ or 
‘moderate’;  
(b) it is demonstrated that the animal’s general state of health 
and well-being has been fully restored;  
(c) the further procedure is classified as ‘mild’, ‘moderate’ or 
‘non-recovery’; and  
(d) it is in accordance with veterinary advice, taking into account 
the lifetime experience of the animal.  
2. In exceptional circumstances, by way of derogation from 
point (a) of paragraph 1 and after a veterinary examination of 
the animal, the competent authority may allow reuse of an 
animal, provided the animal has not been used more than once 
in a procedure entailing severe pain, distress or equivalent 
suffering. 
Article 18: Member States shall facilitate, where appropriate, 
the establishment of programmes for the sharing of organs and 
tissues of animals killed. 

FAPA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 19: (1) Unless otherwise provided in section 
26(3), an animal on which one or more procedures have already 
been performed may be reused in a new procedure when a 
different animal on which no procedure has previously been 
performed could also be used only if:  
1) the actual severity of the previous procedures was mild or 
moderate; 
2) it can be demonstrated that the animal’s general state of 
health and well-being has been fully restored; 
3) the further procedure is not classified as severe; and 
4) reuse is in accordance with advice of a veterinarian referred 
to in section 7(4), taking into account the lifetime experience of 
the animal. 

 

AniPO - Article 135: (8) If an experiment results in severe or 
medium to long-term moderate pain, suffering, harm or fear in 
an animal, appropriate measures must be taken to ensure the 
animal is not used for such experiments again.  

 

 
  



Strategies to reduce the total number of animals used in research 
EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 18: Member States shall facilitate, where appropriate, 
the establishment of programmes for the sharing of organs and 
tissues of animals killed. 
Article 46: Each Member State shall accept data from other 
Member States that are generated by procedures recognised by 
the legislation of the Union, unless further procedures need to 
be carried out regarding that data for the protection of public 
health, safety or the environment. 

 AniPO - Article 114: (2) The head of animal laboratory facility 
f. ensures that the smallest possible number of animals are bred 
and kept in the breeding and keeping of experimental animals 
that are not intended for a specific animal experiment (Art. 118a 
para. 1). 
AniPO - Article 118a:  
1. The breeding and keeping of experimental animals must be 
limited to the smallest possible number of animals that ensures 
a sufficient supply for the execution of animal experiments. 
2. For the breeding and keeping of strained lines and strains 
where the strain cannot be avoided through strain-reducing 
measures, an animal experiment authorization justifying the 
number of animals must be obtained in advance. 
3. Surplus experimental animals must be killed if they cannot be 
used for any further purpose.  

Refinement 
The upper limit of pain 

EU Finland Switzerland 
Preamble 23: From an ethical standpoint, there should be an 
upper limit of pain, suffering and distress above which 
animals should not be subjected in scientific procedures. To 
that end, the performance of procedures that result in 
severe pain, suffering or distress, which is likely to be long-
lasting and cannot be ameliorated, should be prohibited. 
Article 1: 2. Subject to the use of the safeguard clause in 
Article 55(3), Member States shall ensure that a procedure is 
not performed if it involves severe pain, suffering or distress 
that is likely to be long-lasting and cannot be ameliorated. 
Article 55: 3. Where, for exceptional and scientifically 
justifiable reasons, a Member State deems it necessary to 
allow the use of a procedure involving severe pain, suffering 
or distress that is likely to be long-lasting and cannot be 
ameliorated, as referred to in Article 15(2), it may adopt a 
provisional measure to allow such procedure. Member 
States may decide not to allow the use of non-human 
primates in such procedures. 
 

FAPA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 13: It is prohibited to perform procedures 
which involve severe pain, suffering or distress that is likely to 
be long-lasting and cannot be ameliorated. Exemption from the 
prohibition is allowed only for exceptional and scientifically 
justifiable reasons referred to in Article 55(3) of Directive 
2010/63/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
the protection of animals used for scientific purposes. A 
procedure may not be performed for studying the pain or 
suffering tolerance level of an animal. 

AniPO - Article 17: Animal experiments which inflict pain, 
suffering or harm on animals, induce anxiety in them, 
substantially impair their general well-being or which may 
disregard their dignity in any other way must be limited to the 
indispensable minimum. 
 



 
Anaesthesia and analgesia 

EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 14: 1. Member States shall ensure that, unless it is 
inappropriate, procedures are carried out under general or local 
anaesthesia, and that analgesia or another appropriate method 
is used to ensure that pain, suffering and distress are kept to a 
minimum. Procedures that involve serious injuries that may 
cause severe pain shall not be carried out without anaesthesia. 
2. When deciding on the appropriateness of using anaesthesia, 
the following shall be taken into account:  
(a) whether anaesthesia is judged to be more traumatic to the 
animal than the procedure itself; and  
(b) whether anaesthesia is incompatible with the purpose of the 
procedure.  
3. Member States shall ensure that animals are not given any 
drug to stop or restrict their showing pain without an adequate 
level of anaesthesia or analgesia. In these cases, a scientific 
justification shall be provided, accompanied by the details of the 
anaesthetic or analgesic regimen. 

FAPA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 14: (1) The pain, suffering, distress or lasting 
harm caused to the animal in the procedure shall always be 
ameliorated in every possible way that is compatible with the 
purpose of the procedure, unless the pain, suffering, distress or 
lasting harm caused by the amelioration is greater than that 
caused by the actual procedure. 
(2) Procedures that involve serious injuries that may cause 
severe pain shall not be performed without anaesthesia. 
(3) No drug to stop or restrict their showing pain may be given 
to animals without an adequate level of anaesthesia or 
analgesia. 
(4) Further provisions on the use of anaesthesia and analgesia 
may be issued by Government Decree. 
FADA - Ch. 2 - Sec. 15: (1) If a medicine is given to an animal in a 
procedure which stops or restricts its showing pain a scientific 
justification shall be provided for the need to use the medicine 
and details of the anaesthetic or analgesic regimen shall be 
stated in the project authorisation application. 
(2) An animal which may suffer pain once anaesthesia has worn 
off shall be treated with pre-emptive and post-operative 
analgesics or other appropriate pain-relieving methods for an 
adequately long time if this is possible without compromising 
the purpose of the procedure. 
FADA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 18: (1) Persons designing projects, performing 
procedures on animals, taking care of animals and killing 
animals shall have the necessary knowledge and skills on the 
following topic areas: 
1) national legislation on the acquisition, breeding, care and use 
of animals used for scientific purposes; (…). 

AniWA - Article 16: Painful interventions may only be performed 
under general or local anaesthesia administered by a specialist. 
The Federal Council shall determine any exceptions. It shall 
determine which persons are deemed to be specialists. This is 
subject to the provisions of this Act relating to animal 
experiments. 
AniPO - Article 135: (5) If interventions or other measures cause 
an animal more than minimal pain, they may only be performed 
under local or general anaesthesia, followed by adequate pain 
control measures, provided this is permitted by the objective of 
the experiment. 
 
AniPO - Article 138: Animal experiments must be planned and 
carried out in such a way that the animals experience as little 
pain, suffering, harm or anxiety as possible. 

Person(s) responsible for welfare 
EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 24: 1.a (Member States shall ensure that each breeder, 
supplier and user has one or several persons on site who shall) 
be responsible for overseeing the welfare and care of the 
animals in the establishment; 

FAPA - Ch. 2 - Sec. 7: (3) The operator shall designate one or 
several responsible persons for each establishment tasked with: 
1) overseeing the welfare and care of the animals; 
2) ensuring that the staff dealing with animals have access to 
information specific to the animals kept in the establishment; 
and 
3) seeing that the staff are adequately educated and competent 
to perform their tasks. 

AniWA - Article 6: (1) Any person who keeps or looks after 
animals must feed and care for them properly and provide them 
with the activities and freedom of movement needed for their 
well-being as well as shelter where necessary. 
AniPO - Article 5: (1) The animal keeper must check the welfare 
of the animals and of the facilities as often as necessary. He or 
she must immediately correct any deficiencies of the facilities 
that impair the well-being of the animals or take appropriate 
action to protect the animals. 



AniPO - Article 116: (1) In laboratory animal facilities, the person 
responsible for looking after the animals must be a qualified 
animal attendant.  
(2) The number of animal attendants must permit orderly 
deputising, especially for the monitoring both of genetically 
modified animals according to Article 3 letter d of the 
Containment Ordinance of 9 May 2012 and of mutants having a 
clinical pathological phenotype and also for the specified 
documentation work. 

Article 25: Member States shall ensure that each breeder, 
supplier and user has a designated veterinarian with expertise 
in laboratory animal medicine, or a suitably qualified expert 
where more appropriate, charged with advisory duties in 
relation to the well-being and treatment of the animals. 
Article 26: 1. Member States shall ensure that each breeder, 
supplier and user sets up an animal-welfare body.  
2. The animal-welfare body shall include at least the person or 
persons responsible for the welfare and care of the animals	and, 
in the case of a user, a scientific member. The animal-welfare 
body shall also receive input from the designated veterinarian 
or the expert referred to in Article 25.  
3. Member States may allow small breeders, suppliers and users 
to fulfil the tasks laid down in Article 27(1) by other means. 
Article 27:  
1. The animal-welfare body shall, as a minimum, carry out the 
following tasks:  
(a) advise the staff dealing with animals on matters related to 
the welfare of animals, in relation to their acquisition, 
accommodation, care and use;  
(b) advise the staff on the application of the requirement of 
replacement, reduction and refinement, and keep it informed of 
technical and scientific developments concerning the 
application of that requirement;  
(c) establish and review internal operational processes as 
regards monitoring, reporting and follow-up in relation to the 
welfare of animals housed or used in the establishment;  
(d) follow the development and outcome of projects, taking into 
account the effect on the animals used, and identify and advise 
as regards elements that further contribute to replacement, 
reduction and refinement; and  
(e) advise on rehoming schemes, including the appropriate 
socialisation of the animals to be rehomed.  
2. Member States shall ensure that the records of any advice 
given by the animal-welfare body and decisions taken regarding 
that advice are kept for at least 3 years.  
The records shall be made available to the competent authority 
upon request. 

FAPA - Ch. 2 - Sec. 7: (4) The operator shall have a designated 
veterinarian for veterinary care and advisory duties relating to 
well-being and treatment of the animals. Where more 
appropriate considering the species of the animals kept or other 
similar reason, another suitably qualified expert may be charged 
with advisory duties relating to the well-being and treatment of 
animals. The designated veterinarian and expert shall have 
expertise in the use of animals for scientific or educational 
purposes. The designated veterinarian and expert of the user 
shall have completed the education concerning the use of 
animals for scientific purposes referred to in section 8(1). 
FAPA - Ch. 2 - Sec. 9: (1) The operator shall designate an animal 
welfare body including at least the person or persons 
responsible for the establishment referred to in section 7(3) 
FADA – Ch. 3 – Sec. 22:  
(1) For implementing the tasks referred to in section 9(2) and 
28(2) of the Act on the Protection of Animals Used for Scientific 
or Educational Purposes the animal welfare body: 
1) advises the care and research staff in matters related to the 
welfare of animals in relation to their acquisition, keeping and 
use; 
2) advises on the application of the principle of replacement, 
reduction and refinement to the breeding, keeping and use of 
animals; 
3) informs the care and research staff of technical and scientific 
development relating to the application of the principle of 
replacement, reduction and refinement; 
4) reviews and develops internal operational processes as 
regards monitoring, reporting and follow-up in relation to the 
welfare of animals; 
5) follows the severity of procedures performed on animals and 
the assessment of severity and advises on action needed to 
promote the principle of replacement, reduction and 
refinement; 
6) draws up the written scheme referred to in section 16(1) on 
the rehabilitation of animals to their new environment; and 

AniWA - Article 6: (3) It [the Federal Council] can set the 
requirements for the training and further education of animal 
owners and people who train animals or carry out care activities 
on them.  
AniPO - Article 114:  
(1) Every laboratory animal facility must have a designated 
head. Deputising arrangements must be made. 
(2) The head 
a. decides on the allocation of personnel, infrastructure and 
other resources; 
b. bears responsibility with respect to animal welfare issues for 
the housing and breeding of the animals and for trading in these 
animals; 
c. is responsible for assigning work, for instructing the animal 
attendants and other personnel, for checking work, for 
organising the proper monitoring and care of the laboratory 
animals and also the necessary documentation work; 
d. is responsible for submitting reports in accordance with 
Articles 126 and 145 paragraph 1; 
e. ensures deficiencies found in the context of animal housing 
are reported immediately to the responsible study director. 
f. ensures that, in the breeding and keeping of experimental 
animals not intended for a specific animal experiment, the 
smallest possible number of animals is bred and kept (Art. 118a 
para. 1). 
AniPO - Article 129:  
(1) An animal welfare officer must be designated in every 
institute or laboratory. The animal welfare officer must not hold 
a position as a division manager or experiment manager for any 
animal experiment for which they are responsible as the animal 
welfare officer.  
(2) A division manager must be designated for the animal 
experiment area in every institute or laboratory. 
(3) An experiment manager must be designated for every animal 
experiment; deputising arrangements must be guaranteed. If 
several experiment managers are designated, their area of 
responsibility must be clearly defined. 
 



7) keeps a record on its decisions, activity and advice given, 
follows the impacts of its activity and prepares a report on its 
activity on a regular basis. 

AniPO - Article 129a: The animal welfare officer ensures that the 
applications for approval for animal experiments are complete 
and coherent, particularly with regard to: 
a. the information for the assessment of the indispensability 
according to Article 137; 
b. the information on the defined monitoring and termination 
criteria as well as the measures to reduce constraints; 
c. the explanations for the weighing of interests for the 
assessment of the admissibility of the experiments. 
AniPO - Article 130: The resource manager is responsible for the 
following:  
a. allocation of personnel, infrastructure and other resources to 
the various animal experiments;  
b. compliance with the provisions of animal welfare legislation 
and with the conditions and requirements imposed with the 
licence;  
c. reports in accordance with Article 145 paragraph 2;  
d. promotion of training and further education of personnel in 
the field of animal experiments. 
 
 

Rehoming 
EU Finland Switzerland 
Article 19: Member States may allow animals used or intended 
to be used in procedures to be rehomed, or returned to a 
suitable habitat or husbandry system appropriate to the species, 
provided that the following conditions are met:  
(a) the state of health of the animal allows it;  
(b) there is no danger to public health, animal health or the 
environment; and  
(c) appropriate measures have been taken to safeguard the 
wellbeing of the animal. 

FAPA - Ch. 6 - Sec. 28: (1) A project authorisation may allow the 
setting free of an animal taken from the wild used in a project 
if:  
1) the state of health of the animal allows it;  
2) setting free causes no danger to human or animal health or 
the environment; and  
3) it can be expected that the animal adapts to the wild without 
difficulty.  
(2) The animal welfare body may decide on the rehoming or 
returning to a suitable husbandry system of an animal used in or 
intended for a project if: 
1) the state of health of the animal allows it;  
2) rehoming or returning of the animal causes no danger to 
human or animal health or the environment; and  
3) it can be expected that the animal adapts to the new 
conditions.  
(3) Where necessary, the animal shall be gradually rehabilitated 
to the new husbandry system or habitat before it is rehomed, 
returned or set free.  
(4) Before deciding on a matter concerning setting free of an 
animal to the wild a statement on the authorisation application 
shall be requested, where necessary, from the Centre for 
Economic Development, Transport and the Environment in 

AniPO - Article 140: (1) An animal experiment that constrains 
the animals will be approved if: h. the responsibilities for 
animal housing before, during and after the experiment are 
defined. 
AniPO - Article 141: (4) Licences may be subject to conditions 
and requirements with regard to: 
f. further use of animals after the experiment; 
AniPO - Art. 142: 
(1) Animals that are no longer used in experiments may be 
rehomed provided that: 
a. their state of health allows it; 
b. there is no danger to public health, animal health or the 
environment; and 
c. measures have been taken to safeguard the animals’ well-
being. 
2 The FSVO shall issue guidelines on the rehoming of animals.  



whose area of operation the animal is to be set free in the wild. 
Where necessary, the Centre for Economic Development, 
Transport and the Environment shall hear other authorities on 
the matter.  
(5) Further provisions on the conditions concerning the 
rehabilitation, rehoming, returning and setting free of an animal 
may be issued by Government Decree. 

Keeping and caring 
Item EU  Finland Switzerland 

General housing requirements 
 Directive Annex III - Section A: General section   

General  1.1. (a) All facilities shall be constructed so as to 
provide an environment which takes into account the 
physiological and ethological needs of the species kept 
in them. Facilities shall also be designed and managed 
to prevent access by unauthorised persons and the 
ingress or escape of animals. 	

FAWA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 33: The animal must be able to stand 
and rest in its natural position in its enclosure and to 
change its position without difficulty. 
Animals kept in the same enclosure must be able to rest 
at the same time. 
 
 
 

AniPO - Article 119: (1) Experimental animals must be 
handled gently. 
AniPO - Article 7: (2) Housing systems and enclosures 
must be constructed and fitted out and be sufficiently 
spacious to allow the animals to express their species-
specific behaviour.  
 

Materials and 
structures 

1.2b Walls and floors shall be surfaced with a material 
resistant to the heavy wear and tear caused by the 
animals and the cleaning process. The material shall 
not be detrimental to the health of the animals and 
shall be such that the animals cannot hurt themselves. 
Additional protection shall be given to any equipment 
or fixtures so that they are not damaged by the 
animals nor do they cause injury to the animals 
themselves. 
1.4. (a) Store-rooms shall be designed, used and 
maintained to safeguard the quality of food and 
bedding. These rooms shall be vermin- and insect-
proof, as far as possible. Other materials, which may 
be contaminated or present a hazard to animals or 
staff, shall be stored separately.  

FAWA - Ch. 4 Sec. 34: The materials, structures and other 
characteristics of the animal holding place must be such 
that the risk of the animal being injured and sick, the risk 
of escape and the risk of fire in the holding place is as 
minimal as possible. 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 2: (2)The materials, structures and 
other characteristics of the animal holding place must be 
such that the risk of the animal being injured and sick, 
the risk of escape and the risk of fire in the holding place 
is as minimal as possible. 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 1: (3) Storage facilities shall be 
designed, used and maintained in a way that the quality 
of the animal feed and bedding is safeguarded. 
Prevention of vermin and insects shall be taken care of in 
the facilities. A separate storage facility shall be available 
for substances which may be contaminated or otherwise 
present a hazard to animals or staff. The facilities for 
cleaning installations and equipment shall be large 
enough to accommodate the installations needed in the 
cleaning. The facilities shall be such that clean and used 
equipment can be kept separate. 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 2 (2) The materials, structures and 
other properties of animal premises shall be such that the 
risk of injury to the animal is minimised. The structure and 
material of the floor shall be adapted to the animals kept 
in them. Animal premises shall be easy to clean. 

 



Additional rooms 1.3. (a) Establishments shall, where appropriate, have 
available laboratory facilities for the carrying out of 
simple diagnostic tests, post-mortem examinations, 
and/or the collection of samples that are to be 
subjected to more extensive laboratory investigations 
elsewhere. General and special purpose procedure 
rooms shall be available for situations where it is 
undesirable to carry out the procedures or 
observations in the holding rooms.  
1.4. (a) Store-rooms shall be designed, used and 
maintained to safeguard the quality of food and 
bedding. These rooms shall be vermin- and insect-
proof, as far as possible. Other materials, which may 
be contaminated or present a hazard to animals or 
staff, shall be stored separately.  
(b) The cleaning and washing areas shall be large 
enough to accommodate the installations necessary to 
decontaminate and clean used equipment. The 
cleaning process shall be arranged so as to separate 
the flow of clean and dirty equipment to prevent the 
contamination of newly-cleaned equipment.  
(c) Establishments shall provide for the hygienic 
storage and safe disposal of carcasses and animal 
waste.  
(d) Where surgical procedures under aseptic 
conditions are required, there shall be provision for 
one or more than one suitably equipped room, and 
facilities provided for postoperative recovery. 

FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 1: (2) An establishment shall have 
adequate and appropriate service rooms for keeping, 
cleaning and maintenance of installations and equipment 
and for keeping feed, bedding and other substances as 
well as dead animals and waste. 
(4) Where necessary, an establishment shall have 
appropriate laboratory premises in which simple 
diagnostic tests and post-mortem examinations can be 
carried out and laboratory samples taken. Where 
necessary, an establishment shall have available separate 
rooms for performing procedures and observation of 
animals. For surgical procedures an establishment shall 
have suitable premises for aseptic work and care of 
animals after an operation. 
 

AniPO - Article 117: (4) Laboratory animal facilities must 
have sufficient rooms and facilities available for: 
a. keeping sick animals and animals of uncertain hygiene 
status in quarantine; 
b. storing feed and other materials such as cleaning 
agents and disinfectants and also for keeping waste 
disposal suitably separated from the animal housing unit. 
 

Cleaning  1.2. (a) Establishments shall have a regular and 
efficient cleaning schedule for the rooms and shall 
maintain satisfactory hygienic standards.  
1.4. (b) The cleaning and washing areas shall be large 
enough to accommodate the installations necessary to 
decontaminate and clean used equipment. The 
cleaning process shall be arranged so as to separate 
the flow of clean and dirty equipment to prevent the 
contamination of newly-cleaned equipment.  

FAWA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 36: The animal holding place must be 
kept clean and in good condition. It must be possible to 
inspect and care for the animal in the animal holding 
place without difficulty. 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 1: (2) An establishment shall have 
adequate and appropriate service rooms for keeping, 
cleaning and maintenance of installations and equipment 
and for keeping feed, bedding and other substances as 
well as dead animals and waste. 
(3) The facilities for cleaning installations and equipment 
shall be large enough to accommodate the installations 
needed in the cleaning. The facilities shall be such that 
clean and used equipment can be kept separate. 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 2: (3) Animal premises shall be kept 
clean and in good condition so that they do not injure the 
animal or present a hazard to their health and welfare. 

 



FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 7: (3) Unnecessary contamination shall 
be avoided. Feed and watering utensils shall be regularly 
cleaned and, if necessary, sterilised. 

Food 3.4. (a) The form, content and presentation of the diet 
shall meet the nutritional and behavioural needs of the 
animal. (b) The animals’ diet shall be palatable and 
non-contaminated. In the selection of raw materials, 
production, preparation and presentation of feed, 
establishments shall take measures to minimise 
chemical, physical and microbiological contamination. 
(c) Packing, transport and storage shall be such as to 
avoid contamination, deterioration or destruction. All 
feed hoppers, troughs or other utensils used for 
feeding shall be regularly cleaned and, if necessary, 
sterilised. d) Each animal shall be able to access the 
food, with sufficient feeding space provided to limit 
competition. 	

FAWA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 21: Animals must be given sufficient, 
appropriate, and wholesome food and drink. The animal 
must have access to clean drinking water at all times, 
unless otherwise justified by the animal's special needs. 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 1: (2) An establishment shall have 
adequate and appropriate service rooms for keeping, 
cleaning and maintenance of installations and equipment 
and for keeping feed, bedding and other substances as 
well as dead animals and waste. 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 7: (1) Feeding shall be organised so that 
competition between animals can be avoided. Unless 
feed is available at all times, all animals shall be able to 
feed at the same time (2) Feed provided to animals shall 
be palatable, nutritious and balanced. The composition 
and presentation of the feed shall meet the behavioural 
needs of the animal.  

AniPO - Article 3: (2) Housing systems and enclosures 
must be fitted with suitable feeding, drinking and dunging 
areas, places to rest and withdraw under cover, 
opportunities to perform exploratory behaviour, 
grooming facilities and different climatic zones. 
(3) Feeding and care are suitable if, according to existing 
experience and current knowledge concerning 
physiology, animal behaviour and hygiene, they meet the 
animals' needs. 
 

Water 3.5. (a) Uncontaminated drinking water shall always be 
available to all animals. (b) When automatic watering 
systems are used, they shall be regularly checked, 
serviced and flushed to avoid accidents. If solid-
bottomed cages are used, care shall be taken to 
minimise the risk of flooding. (c) Provision shall be 
made to adapt the water supply for aquaria and tanks 
to the needs and tolerance limits of the individual fish, 
amphibian and reptile species.  

FAWA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 21: Animals must be given sufficient, 
appropriate, and wholesome food and drink. The animal 
must have access to clean drinking water at all times, 
unless otherwise justified by the animal's special needs. 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 7: (4) Clean drinking water shall always 
be available to animals. Automatic watering systems shall 
be regularly checked and serviced. In solid-bottomed 
cages care shall be taken that water does not pile up on 
the floor in harmful quantities. 

AniPO - Article 3: (2) Housing systems and enclosures 
must be fitted with suitable feeding, drinking and dunging 
areas, places to rest and withdraw under cover, 
opportunities to perform exploratory behaviour, 
grooming facilities and different climatic zones. 
 

Resting & Sleeping 3.6. (a) Bedding materials or sleeping structures 
adapted to the species shall always be provided, 
including nesting materials or structures for breeding 
animals. (b) Within the animal enclosure, as 
appropriate to the species, a solid, comfortable resting 
area for all animals shall be provided. All sleeping 
areas shall be kept clean and dry.  

FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 4: (2) Bedding or sleeping structures 
adapted to the species shall always be provided to the 
animals. In sleeping areas there shall be enough space for 
all animals to rest at the same time. Sleeping areas shall 
be kept clean and dry. For breeding animals suitable 
nesting structures or materials shall be provided. 
 

 

Enrichment 1.1. (a) All facilities shall be constructed so as to 
provide an environment which takes into account the 
physiological and ethological needs of the species kept 
in them.  
3.3	All animals shall be provided with space of 
sufficient complexity to allow expression of a wide 
range of normal behaviour. They shall be given a 
degree of control and choice over their environment 
to reduce stress-induced behaviour. Establishments 
shall have appropriate enrichment techniques in place, 

FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 4: (1) Animals shall be provided with 
space of sufficient complexity to allow expression of a 
wide range of normal behavioural needs. Animals shall be 
able to control their environment and make choices 
concerning it. Enrichment shall be provided to animals 
that is adapted to the species and individual needs of the 
animals. The practices for enrichment for animals shall be 
regularly reviewed and updated. 
 

AniPO - Article 3: (1) Animals must be kept in a manner 
that does not interfere with their bodily functions or their 
behaviour, nor overtax their capacity to adapt. 
(2) Housing systems and enclosures must be fitted with 
suitable feeding, drinking and dunging areas, places to 
rest and withdraw under cover, opportunities to perform 
exploratory behaviour, grooming facilities and different 
climatic zones. 
AniPO - Article 5: (3) The housing conditions must not 
unnecessarily restrict species-specific grooming 



to extend the range of activities available to the 
animals and increase their coping activities including 
physical exercise, foraging, manipulative and cognitive 
activities, as appropriate to the species. Environmental 
enrichment in animal enclosures shall be adapted to 
the species and individual needs of the animals 
concerned. The enrichment strategies in 
establishments shall be regularly reviewed and 
updated.  

behaviour. If it is restricted, substitute care must be 
provided. 
AniPO - Article 7: (2) Housing systems and enclosures 
must be constructed and fitted out and be sufficiently 
spacious to allow the animals to express their species-
specific behaviour.  
AniPO - Annex 2: O. The design and operation of the 
enclosures must take account of ways of enriching the 
habitat (e.g. stimuli such as foreign smells, new objects 
to work on). 

Security 1.1. (a) Facilities shall also be designed and managed 
to prevent access by unauthorised persons and the 
ingress or escape of animals.  
 

FAWA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 34: The materials, structures and 
other characteristics of the animal holding place must be 
such that the risk of the animal being injured and sick, 
the risk of escape and the risk of fire in the holding place 
is as minimal as possible. 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 1: (5) The facilities of an establishment 
shall be designed and managed in a way that access by 
unauthorised persons and the ingress or escape of 
animals is prevented. An establishment shall have a plan 
for the management and maintenance of the animal 
holding rooms. An establishment shall have the necessary 
rescue and fire prevention equipment. 
 

AniPO - Article 7: (1) Housing systems and enclosures 
must be constructed and fitted out in such a way that:  
a. the risk of injury to the animals is minimised;  
b. the health of the animals is not impaired; and  
c. the animals cannot escape.  
 

Ventilation & Temp 2.1. (a) Insulation, heating and ventilation of the 
holding room shall ensure that the air circulation, dust 
levels, and gas concentrations are kept within limits 
that are not harmful to the animals housed.  
(b) Temperature and relative humidity in the holding 
rooms shall be adapted to the species and age groups 
housed. The temperature shall be measured and 
logged on a daily basis.  
(c) Animals shall not be restricted to outdoor areas 
under climatic conditions which may cause them 
distress.  
 

FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 3: (1) Ventilation of holding rooms 
shall be such that the air circulation and humidity are 
adapted to the animals and dust levels and gas 
concentrations do not present a hazard to the welfare of 
an animal. Temperature shall be adapted to the animals 
housed in the holding rooms. The temperature of the 
holding rooms shall be measured and logged on a daily 
basis. Animals shall not be restricted to outdoor areas 
under weather conditions which may cause them 
distress. 

AniPO - Article 11: (1) A climate appropriate to the 
animals must prevail in rooms and indoor enclosures.  
(2) In closed rooms with artificial ventilation, a fresh air 
intake must be ensured in the event of system failure. 
AniPO - Article 117: (2) The temperature, humidity, 
ventilation and water quality must be capable of 
adaptation to the needs of the animals.  
 

Lighting 2.2. Lighting  
(a) Where natural light does not provide an 
appropriate light/dark cycle, controlled lighting shall 
be provided to satisfy the biological requirements of 
the animals and to provide a satisfactory working 
environment.  
(b) Illumination shall satisfy the needs for the 
performance of husbandry procedures and inspection 
of the animals.  

FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 3: (3) Animal holding rooms shall have 
adequate illumination for husbandry procedures and 
inspection of the animals. Lighting shall have regular 
photoperiods of light and dark and intensity of light shall 
be adapted to the species housed. Where natural light 
does not provide an appropriate light/dark cycle, 
controlled lighting shall be provided to satisfy the 
biological requirements of animals. When keeping albino 
animals the lighting shall be adjusted to take into account 
their sensitivity to light. 

AniPO - Article 117: (1) Rooms and enclosures in which 
laboratory animals are kept must be lit by daylight or by 
artificial light sources with a similar spectrum. The light 
intensity in the animal area, the periods of light and dark 
and the light variation must be matched to the needs of 
the animals. Where artificial light sources are used, no 
disturbing flicker must be perceptible.  
AniPO - Annex 2: J. Enclosures must be lit by daylight or 
non-flickering artificial light that creates a spectrum of 
light appropriate for the species. Nocturnal animals that 



(c) Regular photoperiods and intensity of light adapted 
to the species shall be provided.  
(d) When keeping albino animals, the lighting shall be 
adjusted to take into account their sensitivity to light. 	

are kept in outdoor enclosures must be able to use a 
sleeping box at all times. 

Noise 2.3. Noise  
(a) Noise levels including ultrasound, shall not 
adversely affect animal welfare.  
(b) Establishments shall have alarm systems that sound 
outside the sensitive hearing range of the animals, 
where this does not conflict with their audibility to 
human beings.  
(c) Holding rooms shall where appropriate be provided 
with noise insulation and absorption materials. 	

FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 3: (4) Noise levels in the animal holding 
room including ultrasound shall not adversely affect 
animal welfare. Alarm systems shall sound outside the 
sensitive hearing range of the animals, where this nor 
conflict with their audibility to human beings. Where 
appropriate, holding rooms shall be provided with noise 
insulation and absorption materials. 
 

AniPO - Article 12: (1) Animals must not be exposed to 
excessive noise for a prolonged period.  
(2) Noise is deemed to be excessive if it causes flight, 
avoidance or aggressive behaviour or freezing in the 
animal and the animal cannot escape the source of the 
noise 
AniPO - Article 119: (4) Excessive or surprising noise must 
be avoided when handling laboratory animals.  

Alarms  2.4. Alarm systems  
(a) Establishments relying on electrical or mechanical 
equipment for environmental control and protection, 
shall have a stand-by system to maintain essential 
services and emergency lighting systems as well as to 
ensure that alarm systems themselves do not fail to 
operate.  
(b) Heating and ventilation systems shall be equipped 
with monitoring devices and alarms.  
(c) Clear instructions on emergency procedures shall 
be prominently displayed.  

FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 3: (5) In animal holding rooms relying 
on electrical or mechanical equipment for environmental 
control and protection there shall be a possibility to 
maintain essential services for animal welfare and 
emergency lighting as well as ensure the operation of 
alarm systems even during failure of the equipment. 
Mechanical heating, ventilation and water replacement 
systems shall be equipped with monitoring systems and 
alarms if animal welfare depends on the operation of 
these systems. Instructions on emergency procedures 
shall be prominently displayed. 

 

Health checks Annex III, 3.1 (b) Animals shall be checked at least daily 
by a competent person. These checks shall ensure that 
all sick or injured animals are identified and 
appropriate action is taken.	

FADA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 23: (5) The health care plan referred 
to above in paragraph 1 of subsection 3 shall include: (2) 
regular monitoring of the health and welfare of animals; 
FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 5: (1) The welfare of animals shall be 
inspected at least once a day. Special attention shall be 
given to inspection when significant changes take place 
in the care or circumstances of animals or procedures 
are performed on animals which may interfere with or 
alter their normal physiological conditions. 
(2) In the inspection it shall be ensured that animals that 
are sick, injured or otherwise in distress are detected. If 
unforeseen irregularities in the state of health or welfare 
of an animal are observed in the inspection, action shall 
be taken without delay to correct the irregularities. As 
regards animals involved in a project the person 
responsible for implementing the project shall be 
notified of the matter without delay. 

AniPO - Article 121: The health, welfare and hygiene of 
animals in laboratory animal facilities must be 
monitored. 
 

Housing of the 
same and different 
species 

1.2. (c) Species that are incompatible, for example 
predator and prey, or animals requiring different 
environmental conditions, shall not be housed in the 

FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 6: (2) Animals, except those which are 
naturally solitary, shall be socially housed in stable groups 
of compatible individuals. In cases where single housing is 
allowed in accordance with section 9 (1) the duration shall 

AniPO - Article 9: 1 The keeping of several animals of one 
or more species together in a housing system or enclosure 
where each animal can move around freely is deemed to 
be group housing. 



same room nor, in the case of predator and prey, 
within sight, smell or sound of each other.  
 

be limited to the minimum and the animal shall have, 
whenever possible, visual, auditory, olfactory or tactile 
contact to individuals of the same species. 
(3) When animals are put together to form a group or new 
animals are introduced to a group special attention is 
required to avoid any behavioural problems. If animals 
injure each other or fight immediate action shall be taken 
to prevent this. 
(4) Species that are incompatible, for example predator 
and prey, or animals requiring different environmental 
conditions shall not be housed in the same room. 
Predator and prey shall not be housed within sight, smell 
or sound of each other. 

2 In group housing, the animal keeper must:  
a. take into account the behaviour of the individual 
species and of the group;  
b. provide for opportunities for avoidance and retreat if 
necessary; and  
c. provide separate housing or enclosures for animals that 
live alone at times and for incompatible animals. 
AniPO - Article 13: Animals of gregarious species must be 
allowed adequate social interaction with con-specifics. 
AniPO - Article 119: (2) Laboratory animals of gregarious 
species must be housed in groups with members of their 
own species. The individual housing of incompatible 
animals is permitted in exceptional cases for a limited 
period.  
(3) Different animal species must only be housed in the 
same room if this is not stressful for the animals.  

Acclimatisation  3.7. Handling  
Establishments shall set up habituation and training 
programmes suitable for the animals, the procedures 
and length of the project. 

FADA - Ch. 1 - Sec. 6 (1) Animals shall be habituated and 
trained for the handling and housing conditions if this is 
to be considered appropriate as regards the animals, 
procedures performed on them and length of the project. 
 

AniPO - Article 119: (1bis) Before the start of an 
experiment, laboratory animals must be sufficiently 
acclimatised to the experimental housing conditions and 
to contact with humans, especially to the handling 
required during the experiment.  

Tethering  FAWA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 21:  
1) An animal may not be permanently tethered. 
2) An animal may be tethered only temporarily and in a 
manner that does not cause it undue suffering. 
3) Further provisions on tethering may be laid down by 
Government Decree 

AniPO - Article 3: (4) Animals must not be kept perma-
nently tethered. 
 

Marking   AniPO - Article 120: (1) The least stressful method of 
identification must be used on laboratory animals.  
(2) Primates, cats and dogs intended for animal 
experiments must be permanently marked before 
weaning from the mother. 

Minimum housing requirements - Species-specific 
 Directive Annex III - Section B: Species-specific section 

tables include 
1) Mice, rats, gerbils, hamsters and guinea pigs 
2) Rabbits 
3) Cats 
4) Dogs 
5) Ferrets 
6) Non-human primates 
7) Farm animals (4) 
8) Birds (7) 
9) Amphibians (5) 
10) Reptiles (2) 

FADA - Annex 1 - Ch. 2: Species-Specific requirements 
concerning animal premises and care 
Tables include 
1) Mice 
2) Rats 
3) Gerbils 
4) Hamsters 
5) Guinea pigs 
6) Rabbits (3 types) 
7) Cats 
8) Dogs 
9) Ferrets 
10) Non-human primates (4 Types) 
11) Farm animals (4 Types) 

AniPO - Annex 3: Minimum requirements for keeping 
laboratory animals 
Tables include 
1) Rodents (non-breeding): mouse, rat, hamster, gerbil, 
guinea-pig 
2) Rodents (breeding): mouse, rat, hamster, gerbil, 
guinea-pig 
3) Primates (non-breeding) 
4) African clawed frog 



12) Birds (6 Types) 
13) Amphibians (5 Types) 
14) Reptiles (2 Types) 

Killing Preamble 14: The methods selected should avoid, as 
far as possible, death as an end-point due to the 
severe suffering experienced during the period before 
death. Where possible, it should be substituted by 
more humane end-points using clinical signs that 
determine the impending death, thereby allowing the 
animal to be killed without any further suffering. 
Article 6: 1. Member States shall ensure that animals 
are killed with minimum pain, suffering and distress. 
2. Member States shall ensure that animals are killed 
in the establishment of a breeder, supplier or user, by 
a competent person. 
However, in the case of a field study an animal may be 
killed by a competent person outside of an 
establishment. 
3. In relation to the animals covered by Annex IV, the 
appropriate method of killing as set out in that Annex 
shall be used. 
4. Competent authorities may grant exemptions from 
the requirement in paragraph 3: 
(a) to allow the use of another method provided that, 
on the basis of scientific evidence, the method is 
considered to be at least as humane; or 
(b) when, on the basis of scientific justification, the 
purpose of the procedure cannot be achieved by the 
use of a method of killing set out in Annex IV. 
5. Paragraphs 2 and 3 shall not apply where an animal 
has to be killed in emergency circumstances for 
animal-welfare, public-health, public-security, animal-
health or environmental reasons. 
 
Directive - Annex IV: Methods of Killing Animals 

FAPA - Ch. 3 - Sec. 13: (3) Death as the end-point of a 
procedure shall be avoided and replaced by early and 
humane endpoints. 
Where death as the end-point is unavoidable, the 
procedure shall be designed so as to result in the death of 
as few animals as possible. 
FAPA - Ch. 4 - Sec. 20: (1) An animal shall be killed with 
minimum pain, suffering and distress. 
(2) An animal shall be killed without delay if symptoms or 
changes occur in its behaviour, physiological conditions or 
appearance on the grounds of which it can be concluded 
to experience severe pain, suffering or distress 
unforeseen in the project authorisation which cannot be 
eliminated by medication or other action. 
(3) An animal shall be killed at the end of the procedure if 
it is likely to continue to suffer moderate or severe pain, 
suffering, distress or lasting harm. 
(4) A veterinarian or other competent person shall decide 
on the killing of an animal. A competent person means a 
person who has sufficient knowledge to assess the health 
and welfare of the animal and the pain, suffering and 
distress experienced by the animal. 
(5) An animal shall be killed in the establishment of the 
operator, unless the project concerned is carried out in 
field conditions. 
(6) If an animal is not killed at the end of the procedure 
action shall be taken to see to the welfare of the animal 
and it shall receive the necessary care. Further provisions 
on the killing of an animal are issued by Government 
Decree. 
 
FADA - Annex 2: Methods of Killing Animals 

AniPO - Article 135: (7) If an animal continues to show 
pain, suffering, harm or fear after an intervention or other 
measure, it must be euthanized, at the latest when the 
humane endpoints are met.  
(9) The euthanasia of animals and measures or 
interventions that result in pain, suffering, harm or fear 
may not be performed in rooms where animals are 
housed. The FSVO may determine exceptions for 
measures and interventions that do not represent an 
excessive strain on animals in the same room, such as in 
particular identification, administration and sampling. 
 AniPO - Article 177: (1) Vertebrates and decapods may 
only be euthanized by qualified persons. 
1bis Persons deemed to be qualified are those who have 
acquired the necessary knowledge and practical 
experience of euthanizing animals under expert guidance 
and supervision and who regularly euthanize animals. 
AniPO - Article 178: Vertebrates and decapods may only 
be killed if they are stunned. If this is not possible, all 
necessary measures must be taken to reduce pain, 
suffering and fear to a minimum. 
AniPO - Article 178a: Exceptions to the stunning 
requirement 
AniPO - Article 179: (1) The person performing euthanasia 
must take the precautions necessary to ensure that the 
animal is handled carefully and killing is performed 
without delay. This person must monitor the euthanasia 
process until death occurs.  
(2) The method of euthanasia selected must reliably lead 
to the animal’s death.  
(3) After hearing the cantonal authorities, the FSVO may 
define methods of euthanasia for certain animal species 
or for special purposes. 
AniPO - Article 135: (9) The euthanasia of animals and 
measures or interventions that result in pain, suffering, 
harm or fear may not be performed in rooms where 
animals are housed. The FSVO may determine exceptions 
for measures and interventions that do not represent an 
excessive strain on animals in the same room, such as in 
particular identification, administration and sampling. 

 
 


